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COMMUNICATION FROM JAPAN
The Negotiations on Trade in Services

The attached communication has been received from the delegation of Japan with the request that it be circulated to Members of the Council for Trade in Services.

_______________
I.
Introduction (…)

II. Japan's Position on How to Proceed with the Negotiations (…)

III.
The Significance of Liberalisation and Expectations from the Negotiations (…)

B.
Business Services other than Professional Services

a)
Significance of Business Services
30.
Business services are playing an important role as the key infrastructure sectors, which are essential not only for services industries but also for other industries including manufacturing when they expand their business overseas.  Special attention should be given to advertising services, rental/leasing services, real estate services and computer and related services which are essential in the development of information technology.  Liberalisation of those services are not only important for the smooth conduct of the respective service activities but also essential in assisting various kinds of business activities overseas.

b)
Expectations from the Negotiations
31.
The removal of or improvement on the following restrictive measures are expected through the negotiations with regard to advertising services, rental/leasing services, real estate services and computer and related services.

· Restrictions on the participation of foreign capital
· Nationality and residency requirements for executives and employees
· Restrictions on the types of business operations permitted to the foreign service suppliers
· Domestic procurement requirements
· Requirements for export contribution
· Licensing limitations
· Administration management that lacks rationality, objectivity, and impartiality.
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