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1. INTRODUCTION (…)

2. Objectives (…)

3. GATS rules (...)

4. SECTOR-SPECIFIC PROPOSALS

Negotiation process
GATS 2000 negotiations should take place in the Council for Trade in Services and its Special Session, which in our view should have a strong and guiding role in the work ahead. 

Proposals

At this stage Norway is presenting specific proposals in the following sectors:  

· Business services 

· Telecommunications 

· Financial services 

· maritime transport

· Air transport

· Energy services

(...)

4.1 Air transport

Introduction
Norway5 pursues a liberal policy with the aim of negotiating as many Open Skies-type Air Services Agreements as possible, and we are therefore generally supportive of proposals aimed at liberalizing the regimes governing world aviation.  

Norway emphasizes that any agreement for this sector needs to be in full conformity with international standards and regulatory measures, as established by the ICAO6 and/or the ECAC7.  

Proposal
Regarding services already included in the current GATS Annex on Air Transport Services, Norway would encourage Members to increase the number and quality of their commitments.  

Regarding the ongoing review of the Annex, we have the following proposals:  

· Overflights/Air Transit
The supply of air transport services directly related to the exercise of traffic rights is explicitly excluded from the GATS in accordance with the Annex on Air Transport Services.  Norway proposes that the 1st and 2nd freedoms8 of traffic rights of the ICAO Air Transit Agreement (1944) also be included as horizontal commitments of Members.  This would present the airlines with fairer and more equal opportunities to compete in the international market on a non-discriminatory basis, leading to the more efficient transport of passengers and cargo.  It would also secure all countries the ability to take full advantage of the 3rd and 4th freedoms9 of traffic rights, which they have already obtained.  This proposal would have a positive impact on the environment, since airlines would be free to choose the most optimal international established airway instead of being compelled to fly around certain countries.  As for safety, it would be enhanced due to shorter flying times and, routes, easier access to emergency landing sites.

(
Ground-handling services
Commitments should be considered regarding ground-handling services related to the different categories of ground-handling, such as the handling of passengers, baggage, aircraft etc 

· Services auxiliary to all modes of transport when delivered in an air transport context
In connection with cargo handling at airports, commitments should be considered regarding storage and warehousing.  

_______________________

5 in close cooperation with Denmark and Sweden.


6 ICAO:  International Civil Aviation Organization.


7 ECAC:  European Civil Aviation Conference.


8 First freedom: the right or privilege granted by one State to another State to fly across the territory of the first State without landing. Second freedom: the right or privilege granted by one State to another State to make stops in the territory of the first State for non-traffic purposes.


9 Third freedom: the right or privilege granted by one State to another State to put down, in the territory of the first State, traffic coming from the home State of the carrier. Fourth freedom: the right or privilege granted by one State to another State to take on, in the territory of the first State, traffic destined for the home State of the carrier.





