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1. INTRODUCTION (…)

2. Objectives (…)

3. GATS rules (...)

4. SECTOR-SPECIFIC PROPOSALS

Negotiation process
GATS 2000 negotiations should take place in the Council for Trade in Services and its Special Session, which in our view should have a strong and guiding role in the work ahead. 

Proposals

At this stage Norway is presenting specific proposals in the following sectors:  

· Business services 

· Telecommunications 

· Financial services 

· maritime transport

· Air transport

· Energy services

(...)

4.1 Business Services 

Introduction

Business services cover a wide range of different service industries, which are important to business development.  In an increasingly globalize world economy, it is important that business service suppliers can move with their clients and venture into new markets.  Trade in business services enhances the positive economic effects of trade in general.  The Norwegian market is open to competition, as reflected in the Norwegian schedule. 

Business service sectors in most countries are subject to national regulations in order to attain national quality objectives.  Liberalization efforts must take into account such legitimate objectives as consumer protection, public safety and the rule of law.  

Proposal

WTO work on regulatory issues should, insofar as possible, be based on international standards which are well developed for specific service sectors, for instance, the ISA (International Standards on Auditing) and the IAS (International Accounting Standards).

Norway encourages Members to undertake additional commitments with regard to market access and national treatment and reduction in or elimination of remaining MFN exemptions.  MFN exemptions based on reciprocal recognition of professional qualifications should be notified in accordance with the GATS Art. VII.  

In particular Norway seeks commitments in relation to:

Architectural Services (CPC Prov.  8671)
Engineering Services (CPC Prov. 8672)
Technical Testing and Analysis Services (CPC Prov. 8676)

Computer and Related Services (CPC Prov. 841 - 849)
Real Estate Services (CPC Prov. 821 - 822)
Accounting, Auditing and Bookkeeping Services (CPC Prov. 862)

