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1. INTRODUCTION (…)

2. Objectives (…)

3. GATS rules (...)

4. SECTOR-SPECIFIC PROPOSALS

Negotiation process
GATS 2000 negotiations should take place in the Council for Trade in Services and its Special Session, which in our view should have a strong and guiding role in the work ahead. 

Proposals

At this stage Norway is presenting specific proposals in the following sectors:  

· Business services 

· Telecommunications 

· Financial services 

· maritime transport

· Air transport

· Energy services

(...)

4.1 Telecommunications

Introduction
Telecommunications provide a key infrastructure needed for economic development.  The Norwegian market is fully open to competition, as reflected by the Norwegian commitments.  Allowing competition to thrive has had a positive impact on the development of our domestic market.  It has contributed to the emergence of a strong communications sector in Norway, and allowed consumers and businesses to take advantage of a greater range of choice, lower prices and innovative services and applications. 

Furthermore, recent studies indicate that developing countries have also benefited from liberalizing their telecommunications sectors and opening up for trade.  

Proposal
Many Members have not yet made any basic and value-added telecommunications commitments. Others have made commitments that are partial or have been phased-in over a long period of time, and yet others have limitations on market access (e.g. limits on foreign investment and the number of service suppliers).  All Members should fully adopt the agreements on value-added and basic telecommunications services (including satellite, Internet and mobile services) in the course of the negotiations.

A Reference Paper on Regulatory Principles was negotiated in the negotiations on basic telecommunications. This reference paper imposes pro-competitive disciplines such as competitive safeguards, interconnection guaranties, neutrality of universal service requirements, transparency of licensing procedures, establishment of independent regulators and guidelines for the allocation and use of scarce resources.  The reference paper is essential in order to ensure fair competition.  Therefore, all Members should adopt in full the provisions of this document.

