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“CEO Quotes for Doha”

(Quotes provided by CEO of companies
 members of ESF)

Ben Verwaayen – CEO of BT

"As the main driver of today's global economy, competition and open markets are vital to the service sector.  The DOHA Round forms an unmissable opportunity to deliver significant results for the service sector. Affordable modern communications bring together developed and emerging markets and help to integrate the underdeveloped and more remote regions. Further liberalisation will accelerate this process and enhance economic growth across the globe."

Stuart Popham. Senior Partner of Clifford Chance LLP: 

"The Doha Round is a unique opportunity to dismantle trade barriers to services generally, and in particular barriers to legal services in key markets around the world simultaneously, bringing benefits too in the form of improvements to the local legal infrastructure and access to innovative legal products and expertise."

Dr. Josef Ackermann, Chairman of the Management Board and the Group Executive Committee, Deutsche Bank AG

"Without a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda, the world trading system is prone to increasing protectionist pressure, a proliferation of the distorting effects of bilateral trade agreements and increasing market fragmentation. In the long run, a failure to conclude global trade negotiations would seriously undermine the open world economy, including the global capital markets. Incidentally, liberalisation of financial services is in the interests of advanced and emerging economies alike, as more efficient financial markets not only provide new opportunities, but also support the processes of development."

Hans Ulrich Maerki, Chairman, IBM E/ME/A

"The services economies in both developing and developed countries are increasingly important engines of economic growth and employment. Globally integrated companies, whether large or small, are playing a positive role in bringing innovation to new markets. The Doha Development Agenda provides an essential framework for liberalised trade in services and thus underpins the future of global economic growth."  

Lord Peter Levene – Chairman - Lloyd's of London:
"Even today there remains an assortment of barriers in many countries to the free transaction of insurance and reinsurance. The current WTO Trade Round provides a real opportunity to achieve progressive dismantlement of such barriers on a broad multilateral basis, thereby extending the benefits of liberalisation of insurance markets to a greater number of customers worldwide".  

Peter Sands – Group Chief Executive – Standard Chartered Bank:
"Liberalisation of barriers to trade has been a major factor in enabling emerging economies to grow their way out of poverty.  It is essential that the WTO’s current multilateral trade negotiations should reinforce that process so as to provide a further stimulus to global flows of trade in goods and services.” 

Peter Bakker – CEO of TNT
 "As a facilitator of industry and trade, TNT has seen at first hand what a modern global economy can mean for citizens of all nations to improve their standards of living. We therefore strongly urge all WTO members to end the current deadlock in the negotiations and work towards a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Round."
Lord Vallance of Tummel – Chairman of ESF

“Services sector liberalisation through the Doha Round could result in global welfare gains equalling $1.7 trillion, which is more than double the potential gains from liberalization of trade in goods, and 31 times the projected gain from agriculture liberalization. A strong services sector enables financial, technological, and infrastructure development, which in turn facilitates greater investment and trade in agricultural and manufacturing products.  There is much more to lose that to win in this process, so negotiators must positively conclude this WTO round”

LINK TO THE LIST OF 40 CEO QUOTES IN SUPPORT OF DOHA


http://www.esf.be/pdfs/documents/position_papers/CEOs
LINK TO THE STATEMENT OF EUROPEAN BUSINESS FOR DOHA

http://www.esf.be/pdfs/documents/press_releases/European Business for Doha final.pdf
� Companies listed in alphabetical order.
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