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Brussels, 13 March 2003 
EUROPEAN SERVICES BUSINESSES REFUTE  

THE ANTI-GATS CAMPAIGNERS’ ARGUMENTS 
 
Today some NGOs have initiated a so-called “European Action Day Against GATS”, with actions at the European 
Union headquarters and in nine EU Member States.     
 

The European services businesses request the media to verify the facts before taking on the misleading arguments used 
by the organisers of this campaign. 
 

The European Services Forum, which is an organisation representing companies and sector specific European trade 
associations exporting and importing services in all over the world, calls on the European and EU national authorities to 
pursue their efforts to convince the anti-GATS campaigners that the arguments that they use are not valid.  
 

The campaign that is run by opponents to the GATS negotiations is not supported by the facts:  
•  They talk about lack of democracy, but boycott open dialogue meetings with trade negotiators and other civil 

society actors,  
•  They talk about lack of transparency but the WTO and the European Commission has, since the beginning of 

the negotiations, informed the civil society, has an extensive web site, and has made excellent summaries of 
the detailed negotiating proposals. 

•  They talk about secretive meetings and a conspiracy when they could have meetings with the Commission or 
national negotiators who would be happy to talk to them, 

•  They continue to pretend that public services are at risk, when it has repeatedly been explained that that is not 
the case.  WTO and GATS is about tradable services, not about public services.  It is neutral on the issue of 
privatisation. Should any sector of public services be contracted to private companies, the national legislator 
always keeps the right to regulate and impose obligations on the services suppliers, whatever the nationality of 
the services supplier. 

 

GATS contributed to the EU development 
 

Services account for more than 70% of GDP in the European Union (6000 Billion €).  Private services sectors in the EU 
provide more than 60% of employment, which means approximately over 110 millions jobs in the EU.   
 

The EU is the biggest importer of services in the world.  By opening its services markets and reforming its domestic 
regulations, the EU made its territory attractive to foreign direct investment.  These investments in the EU have 
generated new jobs (14% of the persons employed in the services sectors in France are working in a foreign-controlled 
company, 8.8% in The Netherlands, 6.1% in Denmark).    Between 7% and 16% of value added in Denmark, Spain, 
France, the Netherlands, Portugal, Finland and Sweden was generated by foreign-controlled enterprises in the services 
sectors in 1999 (source: Eurostat).  It is obvious that the GATS negotiations have contributed to the development of the 
EU economy and should continue to do so. 
 

The ESF encourages the EU negotiators to make positive offers of market opening, so as to strengthen the good position 
of the EU in attracting FDI, which is the key for growth.  By further opening the EU services markets – subject to 
proper regulation and with equal treatment with European companies – the GATS will contribute to generate new jobs 
and growth.   
 

The EU is the biggest exporter of services.  The EU private services sectors export more than 25% of the total world 
services export (307 Billion €).   It is estimated that in EU services companies, 2 workers in 10 are working for export.  
In summary, one can estimate that more than 30 million jobs in the EU are related to world trade in services.   It is 
therefore astonishing that some Trade Unions are campaigning against the GATS. 
 

GATS can contribute further to expand development in developing countries 
 

Services account for more than 50% of the economy in developing countries all over the world.  Multilateral trade 
services liberalisation is one of the ways to speed up the development process.   
 

Access to high-quality services, in particular infrastructure-related services such as telecommunications, transport, 
energy and modern financial and professional services, benefit the whole economy by increasing productivity in all 
sectors and are crucial for economic development. According to the World Bank, liberalisation of services in 
developing countries could provide as much as $6 trillion in additional income in the developing world by 2015, four 
times the gains that would come from liberalisation in trade in goods.  
 

NGOs who try to persuade developing countries not to actively participate in the GATS negotiations are in fact acting 
against the interests of the developing countries themselves. It should be made clear that if the anti-GATS campaigners 
have their way, they will contribute to destroying jobs, income and growth around the world. 
 

For further information, contact: Pascal Kerneis, ESF Managing Director. Tel: +322 2307514, Fax: +322 2306168 – esf@esf.be 
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