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Brussels, 11 April 2002 
 

Christopher Roberts to Chair EU Services Group 
 
Mr Christopher Roberts has been appointed chairman of the European Services Forum’s Policy 
Committee.  On accepting this appointment he said: "The negotiations on global trade in services 
now fully under way at the WTO in Geneva have the potential to create very substantial new 
market opportunities for European service suppliers. The European Services Forum has a key role 
in ensuring that the outcome of these negotiations fully reflect European business objectives". 
 
Christopher Roberts has worked on international trade issues over a forty-year career, firstly for the 
British Government on trade and other international economic issues. As UK Director-General of 
Trade Policy from 1987 to 1997 he was actively involved in the Uruguay Round negotiations and in 
the creation of the WTO, as well as in bilateral trade talks with countries around the world. During 
this period he was the UK member of the EU’s Article 133 Committee, and chaired it during the UK 
Presidency.  
 
He has worked in the private sector for the international law firm Covington and Burling since 1998. 
He is also chairman of the Liberalisation of Trade in Services Committee in the City of London. 
This committee is sponsored by International Financial Services London (IFSL), a private sector 
organisation whose membership is drawn from financial, professional and other services, and 
which works for the removal of barriers to trade in the global market for services. IFSL is member 
of the European Services Forum. 
 
The European Services Forum, which was formed in 1998, is an organisation representing service 
industries across the European Union. Its chief purpose is to provide European Commission 
officials with a business viewpoint about issues that arise in the services negotiations in the World 
Trade Organisation. In this regard, the ESF was an official member of the EU delegation at the 4th 
WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha in November 2001.  
 
The ESF’s membership (currently 37 European trade federations and 45 individual companies that 
are based in EU member states) covers a wide range of service sectors including banking, 
insurance, telecommunications, postal and delivery services, aviation, shipping, tourism, retail 
distribution, catering, legal services, accountancy, management consultancy, architects, engineers, 
surveyors, IT services, publishing, audiovisual, energy services and environmental services.  
 
The ESF’s Policy Committee has produced a series of position papers for submission to the EU 
services negotiators covering issues such as emergency safeguards, public procurement, 
domestic regulation, the scheduling of liberalisation commitments, electronic commerce, trade and 
investment, subsidies and the movement of business personnel.  
 
The ESF works closely with other organisations representing service industries in both the 
developed and the developing world.  Its website is at http://www.esf.be. 
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