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A large delegation of Leaders of the European Services Forum (ESF – ex-ESN – European Services 
Network) met the Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy yesterday to put forward their priorities for the 
next WTO round of negotiations to be launched in Seattle at the end of this month. 
 
The European Services Forum is a network of high-level representatives from the European services 
sector committed to promoting actively the interests of European services and the liberalisation of 
services markets throughout the world through the GATS 2000 negotiations.  It comprises more than 
50 major European service companies and more than 30 European service sectors’ Federations.  This 
brings the ESF membership to more than 80 members (companies and federations) covering more 
than 20 service sectors, from banking to tourism, via telecommunications, air and maritime transport, 
many business and professional services, distribution, postal and express delivery, IT services, energy 
services, audiovisuals, etc. 
 
The 15 CEOs and Leaders underlined that the European service industries strongly support a 
comprehensive agenda for the next WTO round, which should be achieved within three years by a 
single undertaking. 
 
Andrew Buxton, Chairman of ESF said “We favour a comprehensive broad-based Round.  We do not 
favour a limited agenda focussed on agriculture and services only, because we need to attract more 
developing countries, where services trade liberalisation is needed, not only for the benefit of our 
companies but also for their own economic development.  But to do that, they need to get something 
out of these negotiations.  They don’t have much to obtain in the area of services.  We have therefore 
to offer them reduction of customs tariffs, better access to investments, etc.” 
 
At a time when the services economy is making rapid advances, in particular in the development of 
electronic commerce, multilateral services negotiations should proceed quickly.  ESF therefore 
encourages the European Chief trade negotiator to persuade all trading partners to negotiate, so far 
as possible, horizontal commitments.  An important issue that is common to all services sectors when 
they want to do business abroad is the temporary movement of the key business personnel.  And all 
foreign companies should be able to have full ownership of their branches or subsidiaries.  Such 
horizontal commitments, perhaps with exceptions and transitional periods, will speed up the 
negotiation process. 
 
This approach should be taken forward in addition to the traditional “Request/Offer” exercise, which 
will be undertaken on a sectoral basis, as it was the case for the Basic Telecommunications 
Agreement and the Financial Services Agreement in 1997. 
 
Each participant took advantage of the Commissioner’s presence to provide information on the main 
priorities of their own service sector. 
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