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Overview by country of Uruguay Round commitments in the field of retail services (subsector of distribution services)
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	Overview of commitments in retail services:

	Fully open (“none”)


	Partially open


	None (“unbound”)



	* (general limitations relating to all sectors apply)
	
	* (except general commitments applying to all sectors)


	
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments

	
	MODE OF SUPPLY (see explanation below table)

	Countries

	1. Cross-border supply
	2. Consumption abroad
	3. Commercial presence
	4. Presence of natural persons

	Asia/Oceania

	Thailand
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Japan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	*
	*
	

	Korea, Republic of
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Kuwait
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	India
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Singapore
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[China (PRC)
]
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	

	Philippines
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Malaysia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Africa

	Egypt
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	South Africa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Morocco
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tunisia
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	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments
	Market Access
	National Treatment
	Other Commitments

	
	MODE OF SUPPLY (see explanation below table)

	Countries

	1. Cross-border supply
	2. Consumption abroad
	3. Commercial presence
	4. Presence of natural persons

	Americas

	Canada
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	USA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	

	Uruguay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Venezuela
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Argentina
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Peru
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Guatemala
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brazil
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Europe


	Czech Republic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Estonia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Hungary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Latvia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	

	Switzerland
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Turkey
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poland
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	

	Romania
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Slovak Republic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	[Russian Fed.
]
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	
	?
	?
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
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Explanation of the different ‘modes of supply’:

· Mode 1: Cross-border supply – this is the supply of a service from the territory of one Member to a consumer in the territory of another, e.g. mail order shopping. Some services requiring the physical presence of a service supplier – such as restaurants and hotels, or construction – cannot physically be remotely supplied across a border, in which case no binding commitment can be made.

· Mode 2: Consumption abroad – this is when the consumer of the service travels to the service supplier, as is particularly important in the case of tourism where the consumer is a tourist using accommodation and other services abroad. Another example would be the consumption of training services abroad.

· Mode 3: Commercial presence – this is where the service suppliers establishes in the foreign market as a legal entity in the form of a subsidiary or a branch.

· Mode 4: Presence of natural persons – this covers the conditions under which a service supplier can travel in person to a country in order to supply a service. General immigration rules continue to apply and the rules relating to entry and stay are usually strict, but many countries have still undertaken to allow certain types of service supplier, in particular intra-corporate transferees, to enter their markets on a temporary basis.

WTO Observers (observers must start accession negotiations within five years of becoming observers):

	Algeria
	Andorra
	Armenia
	Azerbaijan
	Bahamas

	Belarus
	Bhutan
	Bosnia Herzegovina
	Cambodia
	Cape Verde

	China
	Ethiopia
	Macedonia
	Holy See (Vatican)
	Kazakhstan

	Laos
	Lebanon
	Moldova
	Nepal
	Russia

	Samoa
	Sao Tome / Principe
	Saudi Arabia
	Seychelles
	Sudan

	Chinese Taipei
	Tonga
	Ukraine
	Uzbekistan
	Vanuatu

	Vietnam
	Yemen
	Yugoslavia
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� Other activities under the heading distribution services, but not treated here, include wholesale services, franchising and commission agents’ services


� Countries indicated in italics, plus the EU and Mercosur, have already issued proposals for the next round of services negotiations


� China’s accession to the WTO is awaiting formal approval


� Countries indicated in italics, plus the EU and Mercosur, have already issued proposals for the next round of services negotiations


� All of the countries listed, with the exception of Russia, have bilateral trade agreements with the EU that may provide for a greater degree of access for EU firms than for those from other WTO members. Those countries due to join the EU in the next 3-4 years will provide full access to EU companies upon membership


� The Russian Federation is not yet a full member of the WTO






