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EU-China Trade & Investment
(Imports and exports of goods & services)
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Top 10 countries as extra EU-28 partners for FDI stocks
(EU-28 - 2012–2015 - billion EUR)

EU Outward FDI 
to China 
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China represents only 
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Extra EU-28 FDI stocks by economic activity
(EU-28 - 2014 - billion EUR)
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What would be the shares for China?
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ESF views on EU-China relationship (1)
• ESF welcomes the recent Joint Statement at the 12th EU-China Summit on 9th April 

2019
• ESF supports the conclusion of an ambitious EU-China Comprehensive 

Investment Agreement in 2020:
• Remove Equity caps
• Remove data localisation requirements and code source transfer 

requirements, etc.
• ESF calls for more active engagement of China in :

• WTO Reform and support of the multilateral system
• WTO Negotiations: Initiatives on WTO E-Commerce, Investment Facilitation 

and Domestic Regulation Disciplines (Rules Transparency).
• ESF welcomes the commitment to actively engage in the EU-China Mobility and 

Migration Dialogue and to swiftly conclude the parallel negotiations on the 
agreements on visa facilitation and on cooperation in combating illegal 
migration (“Mode 4”).

• ESF welcomes the fact that the two sides committed to further strengthen 
exchanges and cooperation in the fields of education, tourism, mobility of 
researchers, culture, media, youth, and sport through the High-level People-to-
People Dialogue. 
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ESF views on EU-China relationship (2)
 ESF welcomed the Draft Foreign Investment Law of the People’s Republic of 

China of last February 2019:

• Draft law is a positive step, with welcome positive elements, such as pre-
establishment national treatment, elimination of joint-venture 
requirements for some sectors, and prohibition of technology transfer.

• The Draft law:
• sets up a streamlined process for the approval of a significant 

proportion of foreign investment (Negative list : “Special Management 
Measures for Foreign Investment”)

• expands investment opportunities to the whole territory of Mainland 
China, beyond the earlier pilot FTZs. 

• BUT the draft does not set out a clear enforcement mechanism and many of 
its terms are vague.

• It seems to treat Services sectors differently!  
 Still need much clarifications!

 ESF calls China to incorporate elements of this reform into Bilateral Investment 
Agreement with the EU.
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